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The new year of 2023 marked a 
strong start like the rabbit’s hopping 
at the fresh start of the morning.
The reason why the rabbit came 
to mind at the start of the year 
is because this year is ‘Gye-
Myo-Nyon(癸卯年), which means 
the Year of the Black Rabbit.
The rabbit is a very friendly and 
clever animal that often appears in 
our old folktales and has been con-
sidered a symbol of wisdom and 
abundance.
For the Republic of Korea, this year 
marks the 70th anniversary of the 
Military Armistice Agreement that 
stopped the Korean War, as well as 
the 70th anniversary of the signing 
of the ROK-US Mutual Defense 
Treaty, so the symbol of the Year of  
Rabbit seems to be more mean-
ingful.
In 1950, the U.S.-led U.N. forces 
succeeded in landing in Incheon 
under General MacArthur when the 
North Korean military repeatedly 
retreated to the Nakdonggang River 
front due to a surprise invasion by 
the North Korean military turning 

the tide of Korean War at once.
  Incheon, geographically located at 
the center of the Korean Peninsu-
la, served as a foothold for today’s 
Republic of Korea through MacAr-
thur’s Incheon landing operation. 
It has always played a central role 
in major scenes in Korea’s modern 
and contemporary history, as it was 
the first place to sign a trade treaty 
with the U.S. during King Gojong’s 
reign in the late Joseon Dynasty and 
the laying of railroads for the first 
time  in Korean history.
  Personally, when I think of 
Incheon, I think of a black and 
white photo framed in a country 
house in my childhood. It was 
a commemorative photo taken 
in front of the statue of General 
MacArthur, wearing sunglasses 
and smoking a pipe cigarettes in his 
mouth, with my grandfather and a 
few people in the neighbourhood , 
all dressed up in style.
During the Korean War,  General 
MacArthur argued that the inter-
vention of the Chinese army should 
have been prevented  by attacking 

“Yonsama” and “Hallyu” in Japan, 
and now, more than 20 years later, 
it has enthusiasticized young people 
around the world. 
Following the “Squid Game,” 
which has attracted viewers from 
around the world to the TV by 
sweeping various film awards, led 
by BTS, the “Casino Game” featur-
ing actor Choi Min-sik is creating 
another craze earlier this year. 
 It even makes us feel that Korea is 
now positioning itself as a cultural 
center rather than a cultural pe-
riphery.
  Incheon is a unique city that re-
tains the traces of the glory and 
the shame of Korea’s opening 
port. It has the first railroad in 
Korea, Daebul Hotel, the first 
Western-style hotel, and the first 
lighthouse on Palmido Island off 
the coast of Incheon. and the stone 
steps that were used as the bound-
ary between the Qing Dynasty and 
Japan’s leased territory from the 
late Joseon Dynasty, which shows 
the pain of modern Korean history. 
and there is also the Jajangmyeon 

the plains of Manchuria with nucle-
ar weapons.
I even fantasize about what he 
would think of while looking at to-
day’s Republic of Korea under the 
nuclear threat from North Korea.
  Korea and the United States often 
use the expression blood alliance, 
but it can be said that it is a special 
relationship as they share the expe-
rience of bleeding towards the same 
goal on a common battlefield. This 
is the case with The Korean War, 
which fought against North Korea, 
and the Vietnam War, which fought 
against the North Vietnamese army.
  Historically, the relationship be-
tween Korea and the United States 
began with a bad meeting called 
Shinmi and Yangyo, but during the 
Korean War, it became a closest ally.
As of 2023, the American culture, 
such as language, food, and music, 
is deep in our daily lives, and just as 
our K-music and K-food are attract-
ing young Americans
 Korea and U.S. are now develop-
ing into an inseparable bond.
As you well know, the 21st century 
is defined as a century of culture.
This culture has the characteristics 
of being fed by human emotions. 
Now, Korea is proudly acting as 
a cultural producer on the world 
stage with the confidence that the 
most Korean thing can appeal to the 
World.
 The reality is that the Korean Wave 
has led to the economic ripple effect 
of cultural product exports, gener-
ating more than tens of trillion won 
in annual profits. In 2002, the dra-
ma “Winter Sonata” announced its 
start by creating new words such as 

Dreaming of a great transition of Korea itself 
by starting ‘the era of provinces’

Subsidy24, the Beginning of the Era of Digi-
tal Platform Government
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Museum, which was remodeled 
from the restaurant building ‘Gong-
hwachun’, the birthplace of jajang-
myeon, which is a very famous 
koreanized chinese food.
Incheon is reborn as an attractive 
city with state-of-the-art smart cities 
coexisting as various historical sites 
where you can see Korea’s mod-
ern and contemporary history at a 
glance and Korea’s first free eco-
nomic zone.
As we know, the Korea-U.S. rela-
tion has created a new turning point 
at Incheon in the past, we hope that 
Incheon will once again play an im-
portant role in promoting friendship 
and mutual development with the 
wisdom of the black rabbit.
Just as Incheon International Air-
port has established itself as a hub 
airport in Northeast Asia, we hope 
that Incheon will be able to play a 
pivotal role in expanding Korea to 
the world in the global era through 
a strong Korea-U.S. alliance in this 
year of  2023.

Senior Reporter Samuel Han
Sunrise at Gyeongpodae Beach, By News1

Incheon Landing Operation in the Korean War, By News1

By YOO Hwan-Young
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5) What are your long-term and 
short-term plans?
 PNL BIO Co., Ltd. aims to have 
500 PMC centers by 2023 and 
1000 PMC centers by 2024, so 
that anyone across the country can 
easily and comfortably experience 
our products and make T-purchase 
possible.
Also, for the health of the under-
privileged in difficult circumstanc-
es, the peer 1004 club volunteer 
group was established.
Through this, we will proceed with 
continuous interest, service, and 
donation.
Overseas, we will constantly pay 
attention to places where our hands 
are needed, and in particular, we 
will strive to improve the health of 
Africans.
PNL BIO Co., Ltd. will leap for-
ward as a healthy bio company 
that practices true sharing.                                  

By PNL BIO CO.  

thing in education is diversity, and 
the key is that the system should 
guarantee that consumers and 
suppliers can freely choose educa-
tional services.” He emphasized, 
“Education is also responsible for 
mass-producing digital talent and 
supplying them to relevant indus-
tries and fields.”

◆Pension reform, whether to 
pay moreand receive less or to 
pay more and get more?
 President Yoon said, “It will be 
difficult to maintain the sustain-
ability of the pension system if we 
cannot resolve the growing deficit 
in pension finance.” He went on to 
say, “We will submit a legislative 
proposal on this reform to the Na-
tional Assembly after conducting 
scientific research and investiga-
tions on pension finance, collect-
ing public opinions and referring 
the issue to public discussions in a 
prompt manner.”
The government plans to come 
up with a pension reform plan by 
October and gather public opin-
ions through a public deliberation 
process including discussion and 
analysis from all walks of life.            
              

By B.H.Kim

tion cluster, 
taking the 
lead in revi-
talizing the 
hydrogen 
economy, 
the ‘hydro-
g e n  f u e l 
cell cluster’ 
project is un-
dergoing a 
preliminary feasibility study, and it 
has been selected for the ‘hydrogen 
city development project’ to pro-
duce, move, and charge hydrogen 
energy. We plan to present a stan-
dard model of a hydrogen city with 
full-cycle infrastructure.
With the goal of becoming a 
city-dwelling marine tourist city 
Pohang city made an Asia’s larg-
est experiential sculpture ‘Space 
Walk’, which has reached 1 million 
visitors within a year of opening, 
and noew is focusing on promoting 
the creation of the Ocean Skywalk 
and National Marine Garden.
As Pohang Mayor Lee Kang-deok 
said, “We will grow beyond a glob-
al steel city to become a global hub 
city for key new industries in the 
future and leap to an innovative 
city that opens new possibilities in 
the era of the 4th industrial revolu-
tion.”

By J.S.OH

Governor Lee Chul-woo analyzes 
that the social problems that Ko-
rea is facing are caused by the 
concentration of the metropolitan 
area. He points out that this is be-
cause half of the population lives 
in the metropolitan area, which 
accounts for only 10% of the na-
tional land area, and as the unipo-
lar system in the metropolitan area 
has continued for over 50 years, 
everything such as businesses, 
jobs, education, medical care, 
and culture is concentrated in the 
metropolitan area. Governor Lee 
expressed his determination as 
follows ‘Gyeongsangbuk-do is 
taking the lead in opening up the 
era of provinces and setting  an 
example for creating a new Ko-
rea.
- How do you feel about being in-
augurated as the first president of 
the 8th Civil Election Association 
of City and Province Governors 
of Korea?
  First of all, thank you to our resi-
dents who always support us. And 
I would like to take this opportu-
nity to express my gratitude once 
again to the mayors and gover-
nors who nominated me as the 
president. Since the first president 
took office in 1999, the Coun-
cil of Provincial and Provincial 
Governors has contributed to the 
strengthening of decentralization, 
development of local autonomy, 
and balanced development among 
regions, and has also functioned 
well as a channel through which 
the common voices of cities and 
provinces are conveyed to the 
government.
  This year, the City and Governor 
Council also turned 24 years old. I 
will work hard so that the 24-year-
old the City and Governor Coun-
cil can be reborn as a competent 
worker who will change the game 
in Korea.
- What is the reality of local au-
tonomy that you personally felt as 
a 3-term member of the National 
Assembly and re-elected as a pro-
vincial governor?
  It is because of the reality that 
elections are held without any se-
rious meaning until the end of 30 
years of local autonomy, remain-
ing in ‘local autonomy’ superfi-
cially.
   The reality of local autonomy is 
bleak. Looking back on the past 
four years as a provincial gover-
nor, it is not an exaggeration to 
say that all I did was visiting the 
heads of the bureau departments 
of the central ministries. When I 
meet central government officials, 
they often complain, “I can’t even 
move a single pine tree in front 
of my house. What kind of local 
government is this?” So, what I 
have been saying all along is that 
‘we must change Korea itself and 
‘we must open a revolutionary era 
of province.
- What does ‘revolutionary local 
era mean?
   As the Yoon Seok-Yeol ad-
ministration came into office, it 
declared a era of province and 
declared a ‘provincial  era that is 
good for living anywhere in Ko-
rea’ as a national goal. However, 
the reality is that there is a small 
population in the provinces, and 
because the population is small, 
they are excluded from SOC proj-
ects, and due to lack of accessibility, 
they are excluded from jobs such 
as industrial complexes, and the 
‘vicious cycle of rural deterioration’ 
continues. Changes cannot be ex-
pected with the preliminary feasibil-
ity study that measures the current 
B/C economic feasibility, and all 
infrastructure is inevitably concen-
trated in the metropolitan area.

   In order to heal the disease in 
the metropolitan area and break 
the vicious cycle of rural deteri-
oration, there must be a funda-
mental change in the overall local 
autonomy, such as legislation, 
finance, education, and organiza-
tion, like a revolution, so that all 
citizens in the metropolitan area 
and local areas can be happy.
- The Central Local Cooperation 
Council Act, which was initiat-
ed while being a member of the 
National Assembly, was imple-
mented in January this year, and 
the first meeting was also held..
Do you have any opinions about 
the Central Regional Cooperation 
Council?
   In the Central Local Coopera-
tion Council, the president runs  
the meeting, and the Prime Minis-
ter and I, the chairman of the pro-
vincial and provincial councils, 
become co-chairs. It is a place to 
discuss and deliberate on local 
issues. The composition of the 
presidency of other councils is 
being delayed, but a meeting will 
be held when the composition is 
finalized.
   The Central Regional Coop-
eration Council is an important 
place to directly deliver the local 
voices to the president and central 
government agencies, but there is 
a limit in that it cannot guarantee 
implementation. It is necessary 
to upgrade it to the level of the 
second State Council, which can 
decide on systems or policies that 
impose administrative and finan-
cial restrictions on the provinces 
in the future.
- When you were inaugurated as 
the head of the Provincial Associ-
ation, you said, ‘I will open an era 
of people’s happiness and strive 
to make Korea respected by the 
world.’ What does that mean?
   South Korea ranks 12th in the 
world’s GDP ranking as an ad-
vanced economy, but the World 
Happiness Index is only 59th out 
of 146 countries surveyed. The 
economic development centered 
on the metropolitan area involved 
local sacrifices and instilled a 
sense of relative deprivation in 
the provinces. On the other hand, 
the sense of deprivation in the 
metropolitan area is indescribable 
due to excessive competition and 
crowding, and social disparities 
between the rich and the poor. 
Only when these gaps are nar-
rowed can we usher in an era of 
national happiness.
   The world is amazed at the 
Republic of Korea’s ability to 
achieve unprecedented economic 
growth and handle disaster situ-
ations wisely, and pays homage 
to Korea’s growth from an eco-
nomic powerhouse to a cultural 
powerhouse. In the future, we 
should become a happy Korea 
where the people are happy and 
move toward a respectful Korea 
beyond envy.  The beginning is to 
create a ‘locall era that is good for 
living anywhere in Korea’ with 
complete decentralization, and the 
national income of $50,000 and 
the era of national happiness will 
naturally follow.
- You have emphasized decentral-
ization several times. What are 
the reasons and challenges for de-
centralization?
   To solve local problems locally, 
local powers must be expanded. 
It should be a local government 
in name and reality. We need to 
make laws suitable for the region, 
tax to secure finances, and invest 
in education to revive local uni-
versities.
   Like other developed coun-
tries, the state must specify in the 

1) Introduction and pride of 
PNL BIO
 PNL BIO Co., Ltd., which aims 
for healthy beauty, is a company 
that manufactures and distributes 
the best quality products with safe-
ty as the top priority with love for 
mankind. Invention patented prod-
ucts consisting of main ingredients 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration and safe basic in-
gredients obtained from nature are 
made based on honesty without 
fear of responsibility. We provide 
solutions so that you can comfort-
ably manage all uncomfortable 
places from head to toe.  It is our 
product’s characteristic and pride 
that you can immediately feel the 
effect of substances that are quick-
ly and deeply absorbed. Because 
it is comfortable and easy to use, 

  It became a representative city of 
K-battery by winning as the “2022 
Battery Leading City” and suc-
ceeded in attracting investment of 
more than $3 billion, establishing a 
virtuous cycle value chain for bat-
tery core material production.
  Accordingly, a plan is underway 
to secure Korea’s competitiveness 
in the global electric vehicle market 
by attracting Tesla’s second plant in 
Asia.
  As COVID 19 and population 
aging accelerate, the importance 
of the ‘bio-health industry’ is em-
phasized, and various core infra-
structures, including ‘Bio Open 
Innovation (BOIC)’, are being em-
phasized inreality.
With the establishment of various 
R&D facilities, a research collabo-
ration network is being established.
Aiming to become the world’s top 
3 hydrogen fuel cell power genera-
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Pohang, a steel city, is seeking a 
transformation into a global hub 
city for new industries.
  As it has emerged as the ‘best 
place for future new industries’ 
such as secondary batteries, bio-
health, and hydrogen fuel cells, 
it is now playing an important 
role in taking a leap forward as 
a global powerhouse, looking 
forward to the next 100 years of 
Korea.
It was in 2014 that the inaugu-
ration of Mayor Lee Kang-deok 
began to materialize a blue-
print for industrial innovation 
that made full use of Pohang’s 
city capabilities, cutting-edge 
scientific infrastructure, and 
human resources, including 
POSTECH, a world-class re-
search-oriented university, and 
3rd and 4th-generation synchro-
tron radiation accelerators. 

  Office workers who combine 
work and childcare must use 
at least half-day leave to visit 
administrative agencies. How 
convenient would it be if you 
could immediately check what 
kind of subsidy you can receive 
regardless of place and time and 
even apply for it?
  In Korea, the central and local 
governments and public organi-
zations offer more than 10,000 
services to citizens. When con-
verted into US dollars, the value 
of these services would reach 
about $77 billion. However, 
citizens who needed to receive 
benefits had to visit the insti-
tution in charge of the service 
to check eligibility or sign up 
for the institution’s website to 
inquire whether they could re-
ceive benefits.
  In many cases, applicants have 
difficulty applying or don’t 
know where to apply, so they 
miss out on benefits as eligibil-
ity criteria, application details, 
and documents to be submitted 
vary from service to service. 
A survey by Tax Policy Center 
revealed that 22% of Americans 
didn’t claim the earned income 
tax credit because they didn’t 
know how to file.Subsidy24 is a 
service that allows you to check 
and apply for the benefits you 
can receive at once by logging 
on to Government24 (www.gov.
kr), and is configured to prevent 
cases where you do not miss 
out on benefits because you do 
not know it. Starting with 1,000 
services from the central gov-
ernment agencies in April 2021, 
6,800 services provided by lo-
cal governments were added in 
December. From December of 
this year, 10,000 services can be 
checked and applied for at once, 
adding about 2,200 services 
from the public enterprises and 
education offices.
  Moreover, a function has been 
added that allows members of 
a family living in different re-
gions to check the benefits of 
their family members only with 

Dreaming of a great transition of Korea itself by 
starting ‘the era of provinces’

Subsidy24, the Beginning of 
the Era of Digital Platform 
Government

their con-
sent. The 
s e r v i c e 
has been 
expanded 
to check 
the benefit 
available 
for parents 
living in rural areas, educational 
services to support children’s af-
ter-school activities, and search for 
train ticket discounts. If you are a 
citizen of the Republic of Korea, 
you can access Subsidy24 anytime, 
anywhere, and find all the govern-
ment benefits to which you and 
your family are entitled.

  Statistics show that Subsidy24 is 
widely used. In 2021, when the ser-
vice was introduced, 2.31 million 
cases were recorded, and at the end 
of November this year, 6.72 mil-
lion cases were recorded, a nearly 
tripling in two years of implemen-
tation. As people’s satisfaction with 
actual use is also high, positive user 
reviews on Subsidy24 are spread-
ing on social media channels.
  The Yoon Suk Yeol government 
aims to implement a digital plat-
form government in which the peo-
ple, businesses, and the government 
work together to solve social prob-
lems and create new values on a 
digital platform. Subsidy24 is a rep-
resentative example of ‘preemptive 
public service that comes to you,’ 
one of the five major initiatives of 
the digital platform government by 
the Republic of Korea. It is signifi-
cant in that citizens can comfortably 
receive public services.
  Subsidy24 is shifting the govern-
ment’s administrative services par-
adigm by preemptively informing 
and fining necessary services for the 
people, going beyond the previous 
administrative service of respond-
ing to requests. We look forward to 
the new era of digital platform gov-
ernment through Subsidy24.

By Han Chang-seob 
Vice Minister of the Ministry of the 

Interior and Safety Republic of Korea

The Transformation of
Pohang, the steel city 

Space Walk

Pohang Mayor
Lee Kang-deok

  Datacentric (CEO Jang Dong-
hoon) signed an all-round MOU 
with Mongolia University of Sci-
ence and Technology (MUST) 
on January 27, and announced 
that the project carried out start-
ing with the ‘OSS with AI + 
IoT(WhaleShark AIoT)’ seminar 
at Ulaanbaatar Mongolia on No-
vember 21.

First Lady Kim Keon-hee vol-
unteers in Daegu ahead of the 
Lunar New Year holiday to 
encourage self-employed peo-
ple in Seomun Market  On the 
11th of last month, ahead of the 
Lunar New Year holiday, First 
Lady Kim Keon-hee paid a visit 
to the Seongseo Social Welfare 
Center in Daegu and partici-

Startup (IT)

Startup (BIO)

  Under the agreement, Director 
S. Dolgorsuren (Communica-
tions Regulatory Commission of 
Mongolia) and officials of Mon-
golian University of Science and 
Technology launched a project to 
foster talented IT professionals in 
Mongolia, apply SW convergence 
technology in various fields such 
as smart city, smart farm, smart 
factory, smart airport and smart 
logistics, and prepare a guide to 
the data-based government and 
promote industrial revitalization.

From January 2023, they will car-
ry out a talent development project 
and a smart farm pilot project with 
the Mongolian University of Sci-
ence and Technology. To this end, 
through consultation with related 
ministries, including the Ministry 

Whale Shark–Data Centric 
(AI & Big softwares)

From the right 6th CEO Jang Dong-hoon
Datacentric, Photo By DataCentric
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The Yoon Suk-yeol 
administration spurring on 
'reform in labor, pension, 
and education’ at the 
beginning of the new year

Photo By DataCentric

and the effect progresses quickly, 
they are active in using the product 
from the beginning, and their trust 
in the product is very high.

2) I know you have won many 
awards. What are the awards?
 2021 Korea Excellent Product 
Award (National Assembly Sci-
ence and Technology Information 
Committee), 2021 Korea Model 
Entrepreneur Award (National 
Assembly Planning and Finance 
Committee),The 10th Asia LO-
HAS Industry Fair Eco-friendly 
category silver prize, 2021 Korea 
Best Brand Award Grand Prize 
in the immunity enhancement 
category, Korean culture and arts 
world grand prize / global consum-
er grand prize

pated in meal service with college 
students from the Korea Saemaul 
Undong Center.
Invited to participate in volunteer 
activities by the Korea Saemaul 
Undong Center, she served meals 
for more than 120 elderly people 
living in the nearby area. Also, she 
delivered New Year’s greetings to 
each of them presenting them with 

winter items such as scarves and 
overshoes.
She then visited Seomun Market 
where she purchased various items 
and food ingredients to prepare for 
the Lunar New Year’ Day as well as 
a variety of foods that could be eat-
en on the spot to encourage small 
enterprises and self-employed peo-
ple who are struggling financially.

First Lady Kim Keon-hee volunteers in Daegu ahead 
of the Lunar New Year holiday to encourage
self-employed people in Seomun Market

She visited a multitude of famous 
stores in the market and tasted food 
with the citizens, sharing New 
Year’s greetings and good wishes 
with small enterprises and citizens.
Regarding the first lady’s visit to 
Daegu, the Presidential Office said, 
“She arranged the visit to express 
gratitude to the volunteers for their 
hard work to deliver hope to neigh-

Governor Lee Chul-woo

Han Chang-seob

 In his second year in power, Pres-
ident Yoon Suk-yeol is acceler-
ating the three major reforms of 
labor, pension and education. Al-
though it is unlikely that those re-
forms will be promoted as planned 
due to difficulties in coordination 
with the huge opposition party, he 
is doing his utmost to push the re-
forms through. We have looked at 
the direction and roadmap of his 
major reforms. 

◆“Driving economic growth 
through labor reform”
 The fastest of the three major re-
forms is labor reform. In his New 
Year’s address, President Yoon 
stated, “There is no future for a 
country that is preoccupied with 
vested interests and rent-seeking 
(competitively wasting resources 
on unfair activities for gain with-
out effort).” “We must drive the 
growth of our economy through 
labor reform,” he stressed.
President Yoon said, “The starting 
point of labor reform is estab-
lishing “the rule of law in labor 
relations,”which is the way to avoid 
unnecessary walkouts and disputes 
and truly respect the value of labor.”
 The labor reform is expected to 
be promoted based on the rec-
ommendations presented by the 

Future Labor Market Research 
Association, which include ▵
flexibility of working hours, ▵re-
organization of the wage system to 
narrow the wage gap and restore 
fairness, ▵elimination of blind 
spots including the application of 
the Labor Standards Act for work-
places with less than 5 employees, 
and ▵measures to strengthen em-
ployment

◆Education reform “ensuring 
diversity and nurturing talents 
that will help the industry”
 Regarding education reform, 
President Yoon said, “We will 
boldly transfer the authority for 
higher education, which is directly 
related to our nation’s competi-
tiveness, to local areas and provide 
them with the support needed, so 
they can link education to their 
specific industries.” He added, 
“Curricula will be diversified, so 
future generations will be able to 
receive the types of education they 
desire, and we will ensure that 
everyone enjoys equal opportuni-
ties.”
Most notably, President Yoon said 
at the Ministry of Education’s new 
year business report on the 5th, 
“In the era of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, the most important 

bors in need during the Lunar 
New Year holiday and to encour-
age local traditional market mer-
chants who are struggling with 
recent high prices and economic 
deterioration through her tradi-
tional market shopping.

 By B.H.Kim

of Science and Technology, Infor-
mation and Communication, they 
intend to promote it in a form suit-
able for the local environment.
 They will form an educational 
curriculum using WhaleShark 
(data analysis tool) developed by 
Datacentric in cooperation with 
the Korea IT Business Promotion 
Association (IPA) for the talent 
development project. In addition, 
the AI developer training project 
will be promoted in Korea during 
the first half, and during the sec-
ond half, it will be expanded to 
other universities in Mongolia. 
The smart farm pilot project is 
planned to proceed in cooperation 
with Chungcheongbuk-do and 
Datacentric, and will also conduct 
PoC with Mongolia.

constitution the ‘principle of sub-
sidiarity’, which states that local 
governments can only perform 
tasks such as foreign affairs and 
defense that local governments 
cannot. The current Constitution 
has become obsolete. The current 
Constitution, which has only two 
provisions on local autonomy, 
must be changed to a constitution 
that fully guarantees local auton-
omy through the ‘decentralization 
constitution’.
- What are the ideas of Gyeong-
buk-do for the transition to the 
local era in the Yoon Seok-yeol 
administration?
At the same time as the re-elec-
tion, the ‘Local Era Preparation 
Committee’ was launched instead 
of the transition committee. Com-
posed of 5 subcommittees and 
1 TF, it was led by the region to 
find a development strategy with 
unique strengths for good jobs 
in innovative growth. In order 
for Gyeongbuk, which led the 
Korean economy in the 1970s 
and 1980s, to stand up again, its 
industrial structure must be in-
novated to fit the 4th industrial 
era. We plan to focus on promot-
ing the five mega-techs (battery, 
bio, semiconductor, robot, and 
metaverse) that have strengths in 
our region. Taking advantage of 
the strengths of Korea’s largest 
nuclear power plant cluster, we 
intend to create a national clean 
energy industry belt by utilizing 
small module reactors (SMRs) 
and hydrogen fusion clusters. We 
are planning to create a digital 
K-culture  renaissance centered 
around  the Nakdonggang River 
and the three major cultural areas, 
and to transform Gyeongsang-
buk-do’s agricultural and fishing 
villages with 4th industrial tech-
nologies such as smart farms. 
Local era need to be led by the 
provinces, not the central ones, to 
bring about changeWe will secure 
food for future generations so that 
all citizens of Gyeongsangbuk-do 
can enjoy a happy life.

 By J.S.OH

Jang Dong-hoon, CEO of Data-
centric, said, “We will work hard 
to become like the representative 
squid game of K-Hallyu in the 
K-ICT area, which is a nation-
al prestige and another Korean 
Wave, by contributing to the 
global SW ecosystem of K-ICT 
through cooperation with Mongo-
lia.”

DataCentric specializes in AI & 
Big Data softwares and aims for 
open source SW.
By interpreting data dam as data 
sea, we are running a solution 
brand, WhaleShark, and are 
expanding our business areas 
through the advancement of in-
dustries such as aviation, manu-
facturing, medical care, and ship-
building and marine. DataCentric 
is a startup that consists of profes-
sional developers with more than 
5 to 20 years of experience in AI 
& big data platform development, 
and has received various awards 

and experience as a planning com-
mittee member of public institu-
tions. 

Our solution brand ‘WhaleShark’, 
with the spread of data-based in-
dustries and economies, provides 
services that integrate usual data 
into one and facilitate the identifi-
cation at a glance, utilization, and 
distribution of integrated data.

The solution brand ‘WhaleShark’ 
provides services for small and 
medium-sized manufacturing 
companies that support AI & big 
data analysis in the 5G high-speed 
IoT environment where hundreds 
of thousands of time series data 
are generated per second. Recent-
ly, beyond time series and struc-
tured data collection tools and 
processing and utilization services, 
the technology area is expanding 
to unstructured and image data. 

By Data Centric

3) What is your company’s main 
product introduction, character-
istics and distribution channels?
 Our representative products and 
management solutions are as fol-
lows. You can perform basic body 
care with Biotox, L Point Gel 1, 
and Body Cell 2. You can manage 
the whole body such as scalp care, 
back care, abdomen care, leg care, 
foot care, joint care, etc. We pro-
vide a catalog solution. In particu-
lar, the uncomfortable parts related 
to skin and pain We help quickly 
and comfortably. As for the face 
care solution, Nexol series such as 
Nexol I and Nexol V are proving 
their outstanding effectiveness. is. 
The high-content active ingredi-

ents are absorbed deeply as well as 
immediately, so the satisfaction is 
very high. wow high The distribu-
tion channel of PNL BIO Co. Ltd. 
is distributed nationwide through 
the franchise of PMC Co., Ltd. 
Whole Body Immune Manage-
ment Center, a subsidiary company 
that started in January of this year.

4) Why are your products popu-
lar with consumers?
 A lot of people are paying a lot of 
time and money for the pain they 
put themselves through. However, 
it is very difficult to obtain satis-
factory results. That’s why you like 
our products, you can say the im-
mediate effect. It is. Substances that 
are delivered through rapid absorp-
tion have good effects immediately 
on the customer’s uncomfortable 
areas. is the biggest advantage of 
our product. In addition, safe prod-
ucts It is trust.
Anyone can use it, and it is safe 
and effective even for continuous 
use. I think it is loved by many cus-
tomers.
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public transport convenience and 
make all citizens happier.

○ The 8th popularly elected ad-
ministration of Incheon has set its 
vision of realizing ‘Incheon, the 
world’s best city with happy cit-
izens’, which implies that happy 
citizens will lead to further devel-
opment of the city, contributing to 
growth of the Republic of Korea. 

○ The key directions are set 
to make ‘a balanced city with 
co-prosperity’, ‘a global city with 
fulfilled dreams’, ‘a communica-
tive city with sincerity and caring’, 
and ‘an innovative city with value 
creation for the future’ and 10 ma-
jor policies have been developed 
based on such directions. 

○ First, for ‘a balanced city with 
co-prosperity’, we plan to pro-
mote the ‘Jemulpo Renaissance 
Project’ and construct ‘Baeng-
nyeong Airport’ with an aim to 
generate balanced development 
of old downtown and expansion 
of transportation network with 

○ Currently, Incheon has two coun-
ties(Gun) and eight districts(Gu). 
And we plan to restructure this 
system into two counties and nine 
districts. There have been many 
changes to the administrative en-
vironment over past three decades. 
With the population of Dong-Gu 
being less than 60,000 and that of 
Jung-Gu including Yeongjong area 
standing at only 100,000, the cur-
rent system is inefficient and poses 
a challenge to create a new mo-
mentum for the regional growth. 

○ Particularly, Yeongjong, home 
to the the international airport, 
and its surrounding areas, need 

○ An Overseas Koreans Agency is 
a new government agency to over-
take the functions of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs related to over-
seas Koreans affairs which will fa-
cilitate cooperation and exchanges 
with Korean communities abroad, 
boost the network with them and 
promote education programs for 
the next-generation overseas Ko-
reans as well as cultural programs. 
Incheon is the most optimal place 
to host this agency in terms of user 
convenience and historically sym-
bolic significance. 

○ First, among all cities in Korea, 
Incheon is where people from all 
over the world can reach in the 
shortest time through the Incheon 
International Airport. The city also 
has the metropolitan transportation 
network connected to the capital 
region and each part of the coun-
try while serving as a gateway to 
neighboring countries in East Asia 
such as China and Japan. Given 

○ One of this administration’s key 
policy goals is to create ‘a city 
with convenient public transpor-
tation to which all ways are con-
nected’. Major tasks include com-
pletion of the KTX(Korean Train 
Express) Line departing from 
Incheon by June 2025, GTX(Great 
Train Express) Line by 2030, and 
opening of the Baengnyeong Air-
port in 2027. 

○ APEC, short for the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation, is 
the world’s largest regional co-
operation forum that promotes 
the dialogues among members 
regarding economy, society 
and culture to realize greater 
prosperity and growth in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

○ Although Incheon has con-
tinuously hosted large-scale in-

○ Ushering in an era of 100 tril-
lion won GRDP means balanced 
development all across the city of 
Incheon.

○ Along with two core projects 
under the 8th democratically 
elected city administration - ‘The 
Jemulpo Renaissance Project’ and 
‘The New Hong Kong City Proj-
ect’, the city government will fos-
ter strategic industries that could 

○ Through my business trip to 
Singapore and Sydney and Bris-
bane in Australia in September 
2022, I became more convinced 
that the two key pledges of my 
administration - the New Hong 
Kong City Project and the Jemul-
po Renaissance Project – would 
provide the opportunity to take 
Incheon to new heights to become 
a truly global city and realize the 
world’s best city where all citizens 
are happy.

○ The New Hong Kong City 
Project includes various strategies 
designed to go beyond attracting 
financial capital moving away 
from Hong Kong and to unlock 
Incheon’s seemingly unlimited po-
tential for the city to become more 
globally-oriented. It also aims to 
bring anchor companies into the 
city in various sectors including 
finance, aviation and ocean while 

The “Seoul Plaza Ice Skating 
Rink” opened three years after 
COVID-19 broke out.

The Seoul Plaza Ice Skating Rink 
is going to be open from Decem-
ber 16, 2022 to February 5, 2023, 
the Seoul Metropolitan Govern-
ment announced.
The ice skating rink created at 
Seoul Plaza in front of Seoul City 
Hall is divided into a large rink 
and a children’s rink.

The children’s rink also features 
family-oriented programs along 
with ice sledding.
The admission fee is KRW 1,000 
per person including skate rental. 

An online reservation system is 
available. The ice skating rink also 
offers skating and curling lessons.

The operating hours of the rink 
are from 10:00 am to 11:00 pm on 
public holidays, Fridays and Sat-
urdays. It opens from 10:00 a.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. on Sunday through 
Thursday.

By B.H.Kim

Amid growing global interest in 
Korean culture, the K-food that 
the world has paid attention to and 
enjoyed the most has turned out to 
be chicken.
The results of a Korean food con-
sumer survey conducted by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Food 
and Rural Affairs and the Korean 
Food Promotion Institution in July 
and August of last year targeting 
8,500 citizens in 17 major foreign 
cities, including New York, Par-
is, and Beijing indicated that the 
Korean food they liked most and 
often ate throughout the year was 
“Korean chicken.” 
Of the total respondents, 76.1% 
answered that they had experi-
enced Korean food. 
Among them, Korean-style chick-
en accounted for 30.0%, ahead 
of kimchi (27.7%), bibimbap 
(27.2%), tteokbokki (18.0%), and 
gimbap (15.5%). 
Korean chicken was ranked first 
with 16.1% as the most preferred 
Korean food menu by foreigners. 
The rise in favorability for Kore-
an cuisine is presumed to be the 
results of Korea’s rising image in 
association with its culture such 
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Seoul Plaza Ice Skating Rink 
has returned after 3 years

Incheon city office planning to set up the Office of Overseas Koreans 
to become the center of 7.5 million Koreans abroad

You presented your vision to realize 
‘the world’s best city with happy citizens’. 
What are the plans to make it happen?

Please explain the restructuring of the 
admnistrative divisions in Incheon.

Incheon is working on hosting an Overseas Koreans 
Agency. What would be the justification and Incheon’s 
competitiveness for such move?

Incheon is bidding to host the APEC Summit 
in 2025. What would be the implications and 
impacts of this event would deliver?

Expansion of the metropolitan transportation network is one of the key tasks 
for Incheon, including the KTX Line from Incheon, GTX Line, Gyeongin Line 
2 Railway and extension of Incheon Metro Line 2 to Goyang. How have these 
projects been proceeded?

You have declared to open an era of 100 trillion won GRDP in Incheon. 
What are the specific implementation plans?

Could you elaborate on the New Hong Kong City 
and the Jemulpo Renaissance Project?

Chicken is the best
 K-food that the world 
is paying attention to

VANK produces and distributes
10,000 copies of an English world map 
to promote Jikji and Korean documentary 
heritage across the world

By News 1

By Incheon city

By Incheon city

YOO jeong-bok, mayor of Incheon

The world map and the map of Korea to inform the world of Korean documentary heritage,Source: VANK

as K-pop and K-dramas as well as 
the country’s steady overseas pro-
motion of Korean food.
The most notable is the fact that 
Korean chicken has taken the 
place of the hottest K-food, over-
taking kimchi, which was con-
sidered synonymous with Korean 
food to foreigners for so long.
Korean-style chicken has featured 
a variety of tastes while showing 
unique characteristics through the 
combination of Korean ingredi-
ents. The evolution is still in prog-
ress. 
The fact that Koreans are really 
serious about fried chicken is ev-
ident in K-dramas and K-movies, 
with the dish appearing as a favor-
ite food of performers regardless 
of genre.
Seeing the main characters in 
K-movies and K-dramas enjoying 
chicken, foreigners have naturally 
paid attention to the dish highly 
favored by Koreans. 
Let’s see how Korean-style chick-
en further develops and globalizes 
down the road.

By KOREA BROILER COUNCIL

 

 VANK (Voluntary Agency Net-
work of Korea) serving as a cyber 
diplomatic mission has produced 
and distributed 10,000 maps that 
promote Jikji and Korean docu-
mentary heritage.

 Korea has 16 items on the list of 
UNESCO Memory of the World 
Programme, ranking 4th in the 
world and 1st in Asia. In addition 
to Korea’s 16 items registered on 
the list, the Korea Documentary 
Heritage Map also introduces the 
world’s oldest woodblock print, 
the Great Dharani Sutra of Un-
defiled Pure Radiance, printed 
around 751.

 It also introduces national flags, 
the world atlas, and 35 items on 
the list of World Memory Heri-
tage. VANK said, “We hope that 
through the Korean documentary 
heritage map, we will properly 
inform the world of Korea’s doc-
umentary heritage and Korean 
history and culture contained in 
it while Koreans will also learn 
about the world’s documentary 
heritage and the world’s history 
and culture.”

 VANK said, “We have marked 
Jikji, East Sea, and Dokdo in large 
letters on the world atlas as well 
as the map of Korea so that people 
around the world pay attention 
naturally to Jikji, Dokdo, and the 
East Sea, which are Korea’s bril-
liant heritage.” 

 VANK is distributing 10,000 cop-
ies of the Korean documentary 
heritage map to its members and 
VANK SNS channel campaign 
participants.

lead to greater regional productivi-
ty in order to improve the industri-
al fundamentals by shifting from 
the traditional manufacturing sec-
tor to high value-added industries. 
This will bring about both quan-
titative and qualitative economic 
growth, opening an era of ‘Incheon 
100 trillion won GRDP’.

○ But we also need to note that 
there are increasing uncertain-

greater accessibility. Second, for ‘a 
global city with fulfilled dreams’, 
we will open an era of 100 trillion 
won GRDP(Gross Regional Do-
mestic Product) in Incheon and 
create a green, eco-friendly city 
by building an alternative landfill 
site. Third, for ‘a communicative 
city with sincerity and caring, we 
have reflected various tasks in 
public health and welfare as well 
as education and safety including 
the establishment of the second 
city-run Incheon Medical Center. 
Lastly, for ‘an innovative city with 
value creation for the future’, we 
have developed the tasks to foster 
the new growth engine industries 
such as the creation of a bio inno-
vation cluster and the designation 
of the Urban Air Mobility(UAM) 
demonstration routes. Also, we 
have a plan to build a baseball 
dome in Cheongna to create an 
environment where culture and 
arts blend into our daily lives

all these aspects, there is no bet-
ter place than Incheon to host the 
agency.

○ In addition, Incheon is where 
the first wave of Korean emi-
grants departed in 1902 and has 
preserved tangible and intangible 
assets to commemorate the em-
igration history of the Republic 
of Korea. Having an authority 
for overseas Koreans in Incheon 
would add a symbolic meaning as 
the city demonstrates the root and 
pride of all overseas Koreans. 

○ Starting with the Association 
of Korean Residents in Europe 
in November 2022, we have re-
ceived the support and endorse-
ment of Korean communities 
abroad such as the Association of 
Korean Cultural Centers of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan and Kore-
an communities in Hawaii, which 
proves Incheon is the best location 
for an Overseas Koreans Agency.

increasing the brand value of 
Incheon.
○ The Jemulpo Renaissance Proj-
ect aims to transform Incheon In-
ner Port, which had once served as 
a springboard for Korea’s modern-
ization, into a new town and bring 
it back to the citizens, and rebuild 
the inner port’s surrounding areas 
in Jung-Gu and Dong-Gu as a new 
city center that attracts people, 
knowledge and wealth. Inner port 
redevelopment and old downtown 
regeneration in the surrounding 
areas will be implemented with a 
two-track approach. As we have 
learned from the cases in other 
countries, this would be the mid-to 
long-term project taking 20 to 30 
years. So, rather than being bound 
by short-term outcome, we will 
carry out the project at a speedy 
pace so as to rejuvenate the old 
downtown area in the long run.

to be developed as a specialized 
zone to nurture relevant industries 
such as tourism. So, Incheon will 
make adjustment to its adminis-
trative zones in consideration of 
their geological, societal and ad-
ministrative features. And upon 
the completion of Geomdan New 
City development, Seo-Gu’s pop-
ulation is likely to reach 700,000, 
which would require Seo-Gu to be 
divided into Seo-Gu and a newly 
created Geomdan-Gu. We will 
make thorough preparation to offer 
quality services for the citizens and 
generate a synergy for future de-
velopment of the region.

For Gyeongin Line 2 Railway 
construction and Incheon Metro 
Line 2 extension to Goyang, dis-
cussions are underway with the 
relevant authorities. 

○ By actively responding to the 
demand for metropolitan transit 
network and promptly implement-
ing the planned projects, the city 
will double its efforts to enhance 

ties hovering over the future of 
Incheon’s economy due to various 
factors at home and abroad such 
as the prolonged COVID-19 pan-
demic and the Russian-Ukraine 
War. For more swift responses to 
changes in external environment, 
Incheon will establish ‘Incheon 
Economic Trend Analysis Center’ 
to make customized economic 
analyses and to proactively re-
spond to external economic crisis.

Senior Reporter Han Sang-duk

ternational events such as the 
Incheon Asian Games(2014), 
Wo r l d  E c o n o m i c  F o -
rum(2015) and OECD World 
Forum(2018) with a resound-
ing success, it has yet to hold 
any summit meeting. By 
hosting the APEC summit in 
2025, Incheon would be able 
to take another leap forward to 
become the world’s renowned 
host city for international 
conferences and to realize its 
brand value as ‘the world’s 
best city with happy citizens’. 

○ In September 2022, I vis-
ited the APEC Secretariat in 
Singapore to meet with Exec-
utive Director Rebecca Fatima 
Sta Maria and explained why 
Incheon is the optimal city 
to host the APEC summit in 
2025 and exchanged various 
ideas. 

○ Also, we have installed a 
sculpture in front of the City 
Hall to express the wishes of 
Incheon citizens for APEC 
2025, formed the Citizens 
Committee for Incheon’s bid 
to host the summit, and is car-
rying out ‘One Million Signa-
tures Campaign’, in order to 
garner the public support. 

○ We expect that hosting the 
APEC summit in Incheon 
would not only contribute to 
revitalizing the local economy 
both directly and indirectly but 
also play a great role in rais-
ing the city brand of Incheon. 
In this sense, I kindly ask for 
your support towards hosting 
the APEC summit in Incheon
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Soojin Han, the Korean-born 
world-class violinist, was appoint-
ed a member of the advisory com-
mittee on cultural diplomacy on 
December 14th, 2022. As a special 
advisor on cultural diplomacy, she 
now shares the responsibility of 
spreading Korean culture through-
out the world. 
Born in 1986, she moved to the 

 I n  t h e 
middle of 
the winter 

of 2022, I met Yoo Hwan-yeong, 
an oriental painting artist who is 
active as a calligrapher and orien-
tal painter.
 After graduating from Hongik 
University and graduate school, he 
has held about 10 solo exhibitions 
and 150 special invitational exhi-

 In order to accelerate unification 
through the alleviation of cultural 
differences between the South and 
the North, the Pyongyang Folk Art 
Group-Korea is making efforts to 
introduce North Korea’s popular 
culture and folk songs to South 
Korean society. 

 CEO Joo Myung-shin emphasiz-
es that it is the reason for existence 
and value of the art group. 

 Since its establishment in Decem-
ber 2002, the Pyeongyang Folk 
Art Group_Korea has made more 

The Oriental painter
Yoo Hwan-young,I met.

“Until the Day of Unification”

Soojin Han, Korean-Born 
World-Class Violinist
Soojin Han moves global audiences
with her music

bitions. Currently, he is holding 
a special exhibition of Byeongja 
Horan hosted by the National Mu-
seum of History in Jinju.
 It is an exhibition that sheds light 
on the process of the Byeongja 
Horan from a comprehensive per-
spective in connection with the Jo-
seon Ming and Qing Dynasty. It is 
an exhibition that helps the specta-
tors understand along with the ex-
hibited relics and the artist’s many 
various ink-and-wash works.
 In harmony with his popular, con-

Yoo Hwan-yeong

INGREDIENTS
-10 whole cabbages
(about 44lb, 20kg)

►Brine for cabbage
-4lb(2kg) natural sea salt
-5gal(20L) water

►Filling
-3 white radishes 
-50 green onion
-10 large green onion
-1/2 Korean pear
-14oz(400g) salted shrimp 
-3 cups(750ml) water 
-1kg gochut-garu

Korean mask dance has been 
r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a  U N E S C O 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity.
Andong achieved the UNESCO 
World Heritage Grand Slam 
for the first time among local 
governments in the country 
by solving the final puzzle of 
the three UNESCO categories 
(World  Cul tura l  Her i tage , 
Intangible Cultural Heritage, and 
Documentary Heritage).
Andong is known to achieve 
industrialization and tourism 
resources of World Heritage 
with a Creation of brand value 
of ‘Andong, a representative city 
of World Heritage’ in connection 
with regional projects such as 
tourism base city, historical 
site development, restoration 
of Imcheonggak , and tourism 
resource Andong Dam.
Andong, which is called the 
capital of Korean spiritual culture 
and has preserved the original 
form of Confucian culture, and 
also is the hometown of famous 

PREPARATION
1. Trim off the stem of the cab-
bage.
 
2. Dissolve the natural sea salt in 
water and soak the cabbage in the 
brine.
 
3. Remove the cabbages from the 
brin if they are limp and Rinse the 
cabbages   thoroughly.
 
4. In a large bowl, combine the 
white radish strips and gohut-ga-
ru paste and toss gently to tint the 
radish.
 
5. Add the minced garlic and gin-
ger, salted shirimp, green onions 
and  Korean pear.
 
6. Insert the filling between the 
leaves of the cabbages and wrap 
tightly the stuffed  cabbage with 
the largest outer leaves of  the cab-
bage.

By. KOREAN FOOD
PROMOTION INSTITUTE

 We met actor Lee Sang-Hyun, 
who starred in about 10 indepen-
dent films and web dramas.
While studying fashion in Califor-
nia, he had a chance of getting a 
magazine photo shoot and could 
not forget the joy of the spotlight 
he received that day. Due to this, 
after being discharged from the 
military he became a full-fledged 
fashion model.

“Be yourself,
  no matter what they say”
  -Sting ‘English man in New York’ 

scholars such as Ryu Seong-ryong 
and Kim Seong-il.
In addition, various folk cultures 
are fully transmitted along 
with Confucianism, Buddhism, 
shamanism, Christianity, and 
modern religious thought. After 
Seoul and Gyeongju, 334 cultural 
assets,  the largest number, 
have been passed down intact 
throughout the region.
Andong's Hahoe Village was 
listed as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in July 2010, Korea's 
Confucian Book Plate in 2015, 
Bongjeongsa Temple as a Sansa, 
Korea's Mountain Site, and Dosan 
and Byeongsan Seowon as a 
Korean Seowon in 2019.
A n d o n g  l i s t e d  " W o r l d 
Heritage" and "World Record 
Heritage" followed by Hahoe 
Byeolsinguttalnori as "Integrated 
Cultural Heritage" and dominated 
all three UNESCO categories.
These cultural  assets  have 
succeeded in attracting the 
2020 ‘Tourism Hub City’, the 
‘Balanced Development Fair’ in 
2021, the 18th ‘World Historic 
Cities Conference’, and the 16th 
International General Assembly 

 While appearing mainly overseas 
(New York, Europe, Singapore, 
etc) he felt a lack of his acting 
skill and started to study acting in 
Korea at the age of 28, which is a 
relatively late age to start learning 
to act.
 In 2022, he made his first appear-
ance in writer TSK’s independent 
film “Special Pineapple Cat”, and 
starting with this film he began to 
make an appearance in a number 
of web dramas and independent 
films. 

Lee Sang-Hyun

Soojin Han, a world-renowned violinist, was appointed by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs as a special advisor on cultural diplomacy

By Andong City

<Movie “Special Pineapple Cat”> 2023 

“Achieving the 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Grand Slam”

BAECHU-KIMCHI
►Salted cabbage, filled with a mixture
of julienned radish, dried red pepper 
powder, spring onion and salted seafood.

The mixture is inserted 
between the leaves of 
he salted cabbage to
evenly distribute the
flavor.

06 CULTURE 07ARTS &

Who IS ?

 

UK when she was two years old 
with her parents where her father, 
who now serves as the campus 
president of Ghent University 
Global Campus in Incheon, was 
then pursuing a doctorate degree. 
Her interest in the violin started 
early after hearing her mother play 
and she tried playing it for a while, 
but found it too difficult and 

CEO 
Joo Myung-shin

than 80 television appearances, 
more than 1,600 guest perfor-
mances, and more than 10 over-
seas performances. 

 Its diverse programs include 
Janggu dance, Janggu perfor-
mance, folk dance, fusion dance, 
solo singing, and vocal ensembles.
T h e  P y o n g y a n g  F o l k  A r t 
Group-Korea presents a high lev-
el of performance by selecting 
people through auditions from 
those with extensive experience in 
North Korean dance, vocal music, 
popular songs, instrumental mu-
sic, and dance. 

By Pyongyang Folk Art Group-Korea

of the ‘International Education 
Cities’ 
Poet Yu An-jin said, “This is 
Andong, where today ripens 
with yesterday’s sunlight,” and 
“a place where shamelessness 
was ahead of the law.” Andong 
has maintained a culture base, 
not a rule base, and now the 
seeds of cultural heritage and 
spiritual culture will shine 
even brighter as a strong 
bastion that drives and leads 
regional development in all 
fields such as culture, tourism, 
economy, and industry.
Andong Mayor Kwon Ki-
chang said, "The identity of 
Andong, which achieved 
t h e  g r a n d  s l a m  o f  t h e 
UNESCO triple crown and 
firmly established itself as a 
world heritage city, has been 
recognized for its global value. 
And he emphasized also, 
"We will make sure to create 
content that is fun and touching 
that people all over the world 
like and spread the value and 
meaning of world heritage 
around the world.“           

By J.S.OH

 Currently, he has been cast as 
the lead role in director Choi 
Han-El’s “Opera Runway,” 
based on the true stories of 
Korean models, and is prepar-
ing for a crank-in. 
 We pay attention to actor Lee 
Sang-Hyun, who says “I will 
always learn and grow to be-
come a Trustworthy actor.”    

 By C.K.Yoo

notative and 
r e s t r a i n e d 
art style, it 
i s  ga in ing 
a great re-
sponse from 
the spectators 
by approach-
ing Byeongja 
Horan with a 

feeling of vividly experiencing the 
site of history.
 In a conversation about future 
work plans, the artist said, “The 
power of art is to influence some-
one, so I will communicate with 
the public with the spirit of the 
times, and work that will resonate 
and move with good influence”: I 
could see that they were active in 
various media such as high school 
textbook illustration and ink illus-
tration work.
 The exhibition period is from 
December 13, 2022 (Tuesday) to 
March 26, 2023.
Currently, his works are being dis-
played at the National Jinju Muse-
um located in Jinjuseong. 

 By c.k.Yoo

learned to play the piano instead. 
Maestro Myung-whun Chung 
praised her talent as “given by the 
heavens” and she has captured 
audiences around the world with 
her mesmerizing performances – 
which led to her appointment as 
an ambassador for Korean culture. 
She picked up the violin again 
when she was seven and, at fif-

teen, she entered the International 
Henryk Wieniawski Violin Com-
petition as the youngest-ever par-
ticipant and won Second Prize. 
She studied at Oxford University 
and the Royal Academy of Music 
where she obtained her Master’s 
degree. 
Her ability to play beautifully with 
extraordinary subtlety and expres-
siveness comes from her deter-
mination to overcome a genetic 
condition with a passionate love 
for music. She sees the deafness in 
her left ear as “simply a physical 
difference” which has helped her 
“connect with others on a spiritu-
al level.” She adds, “I immersed 
myself in music to overcome my 
physical disability.” 
Despite her busy schedule with in-
vitations flooding in from all over 
the world, she recently signed 
a contract with Warner Music 
Korea to produce an album with 
renowned British pianist Freddy 
Kempf. The album will be avail-
able on CD when released. “The 
album will consist of pieces that 
are special to me and also includes 

pieces that I wish to dedicate to 
those to whom I have much to be 
grateful,” she explains. 
As of 2009, she plays on a 1666 
Antonio Stradivarius, provided 
by an anonymous benefactor. It 
is known to be an extremely rare 
instrument and the earliest known 
violin labeled by the violin maker, 
Stradivari. 
She has garnered world recogni-
tion and continues to exert positive 
influence through her performanc-
es for charity and other causes. 
Last November, she collaborated 
with the Vietnam National Sym-
phony and Orchestra for a special 
concert to commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between South Korea and Viet-
nam. In regard to her plans and 
aspirations, she says, “I hope to 
increase awareness of Korean cul-
ture and serve the socially weak 
and underprivileged in any way I 
can.”

By S.H.Park

By BTS : Yet to Come in Cinemas Poster
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